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When you get in your car, what’s the first thing you 

do? Buckle your seatbelt, right? Does your dog have 

a “seatbelt” as well?  Dogs that are loose in the car 

can be seriously injured or killed even in a minor 

accident.  

• A 60 lb pet becomes an 1,800 lb projectile in a 30 

mph crash.  

• Unsecured dogs can also cause accidents by 

distracting the driver. One dog playfully put his paw 

on the steering wheel and caused the car to swerve 

and hit a tree. 

• A loose dog in the front passenger seat may be 

killed by the airbag.  

• An injured or frightened dog that is loose may 

interfere with emergency personnel, or even bite 

them.  

• A scared, disoriented dog may survive the crash 

only to be hit by a passing car. Hundreds of dogs are 

reported lost after vehicle accidents each year.  

• Even low speed collisions can lead to fatality when 

an unrestrained pet is launched into the dashboard 

or windshield. 

• In one accident, the six unsecured dogs were 

ejected from the vehicle on impact. One died 

immediately and another was killed later after 

running into traffic. All of the others were injured 

but fortunately recovered.  

• NEVER LET YOUR DOG PUT HIS HEAD OUT OF THE 

WINDOW WHILE DRIVING! Did you ever have a 

pebble hit your windshield so hard it cracked? 

Imagine that pebble hitting your dog in the eye. At 

the very least, dogs can get serious eye irritations 

from getting debris in their eyes. 

Crates 
Crates offer distraction protection but lesser 

quality products may not hold up in an accident. 

Look for strong metal crates. For wire cages look 

for a heavy gauge wire for more durability. With 

all crates be sure to fasten securely in place so it 

won’t become a missile in an accident. Train your 

dog to be calm and quiet while riding in a crate.  

Seatbelt Harnesses 
These are a good alternative if you don’t have 

room for a crate in your vehicle. Look for a crash 

protection harness.   Cheap harnesses may break 

on impact, so shop around.  Expect to pay $75 - 

$125 for a crash protection harness.  

Crash Tested Seatbelt Harnesses 
These are a few of the ones that held up well to 

crash testing by the Center for Pet Safety. Many 

advertise being “crash tested” but are not. 

 Sleepypod Clickit Utility 

 RC Pet Canine Friendly Crash Tested 

(Small & Medium only) 

Small Pet Carriers 
Small carriers should not be “belted in” with a 

seatbelt.  Place small carriers on the floor behind 

the driver or front passenger seat.  In the case of 

an accident the seatbelt can crush carriers that 

are not structurally sound.   

State Laws requiring the use of a safety restraint 

for your pet are becoming more common, but the 

most important reason for restraining your pet is 

for both his and your safety! 

NEVER LEAVE YOUR DOG IN A CAR ON A WARM 

DAY. EVEN IN 78 DEGREE WEATHER, YOUR CAR 

INTERIOR CAN REACH 120 DEGREES IN ONLY 30 

MINUTES. 


